
WPS Geography Progression Map – Key Stage 1

Geographical Enquiry & Skills
● Ask geographical questions [i.e. 'What is it like to live in this place?']
● Observe and record [i.e. identify buildings in street and complete a chart]
● Express their own views about people, places and environments [i.e. about litter in the

school]
● Communicate in different ways including through numerical and quantitative skills, maps

and pictures.
● Communicate understanding through writing at length.
● Use geographical vocabulary [i.e. hill, motorway, near, far, north, south]
● Use fieldwork skills [i.e. recording info on a school plan or local area map]
● Use globes, maps, plans at a range of scales [i.e. following a route on a map]
● Use secondary sources of information [i.e. CD-ROMs, pictures, photographs, stories,

information texts, videos, artefacts]
● Make maps and plans [i.e. a pictorial map of a place in a story]

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
● Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
● Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and

directional language [i.e. near and far; left and right], to describe the location of
features and routes on a map.

● Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and
physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

● Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Human & Physical Geography
● Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot

and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles use
basic geographical vocabulary to refer to.

● Describe key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather

● Describe key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office,
port, harbour and shop.

Locational  Knowledge
● Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
● Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They

should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical

geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance

their locational awareness.

Place knowledge
● Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and

physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country in Australia.

● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of places linked
to other topic areas, i.e. Sydney, Australia and Asian countries such as India and Nepal.



Year 1 Year 2

Little Red Riding Hood Map work

1. Look at different routes that Little Red Riding Hood took on the map and discuss what

the children can see.

2. Begin to draw a sketch map of the forest to help someone get from Little Red Riding

Hood’s house to Grandma’s cottage.

3. Create a group map and develop a set of directions to navigate the map.

4. Create an individual map through the forest and write a set of directions using

directional language for someone to follow. Near, far, left, right.

Our Local Area

1. Sort pictures into human and physical features and write sentences about them

underneath.

2. Write about the local area using maps and photographs.

3. Discuss different ways we can improve the local environment. E.G. clearing litter,

changing the landscape.

Africa

1. Identify prior knowledge about Africa.  Use globe to identify location of Africa and also

discuss equator.  Using large maps for reference children to identify UK and Africa on

own maps and colour.

2. Continuation of lesson 1.

3. Role play travelling to Africa on a plane.  Use Amazing Aeroplanes as starting point.

Experience check in, baggage control, security, take off, serving drinks, landing.  Write

recount of what happened.

4. Continuation of lesson 4.

5. Read ‘Masai and I’ and use photographs of an African village, as a class identify

similarities and differences between rural Kenya and Bradford.  Write sentences

explaining how rural Kenya differs from own street.

6. Continuation of lesson 5

7. Taste and describe a variety of African foods.  Children to record which foods they like

and dislike and think of words they can use to describe.

8. Recap learning from previous lessons.  Role play children playing in village/at

school/carrying water etc.  Children to imagine they are in Africa and write postcard to

someone telling them about their visit.

Seasonal and daily weather patterns in UK and location of hot/cold areas of world

1.  To observe and record the weather over period of a week (3xdaily). Think about symbols that could

be used. Discussion about weather at different times of year.

2.  Watch weather forecast and make notes about vocabulary used. Also identify what they do with

their hands. Children to work in groups to present weather forecast.

3.  Watch video clip/use PPT to develop understanding of equator, hemispheres and different climates

around the world. Complete map work.

An Island Home

1.  Using map of Struay identify key human and physical features. Learn compass directions and about

language related to location.

2.  Produce own map of Struay, which identifies key features and has a compass and key,

3.  Use treasure map to develop knowledge and understanding of grid references. Identify key features

on maps using grid references.

4.  Use PPT to develop knowledge of Isle of Coll. Complete quiz worksheet.

5.  Develop understanding of human and physical features. Complete sheet – sorting features of Coll into

physical or human.

6.  Use images to compare Coll to Bradford. Complete table (houses, physical landscape, people, traffic)

of similarities and differences between the two places.

Pakistan

1. Label a map to show where Pakistan is. Use the atlases to help label UK, Pakistan, India, Arabian

Sea.

2. To use posters around classroom with facts, complete the quiz questions and to learn some facts

about Pakistan, including physical and human features of the country.

3. To learn about the culture and particularly the clothing that people wear in Pakistan.

4. To compare that to what people wear in Bradford.

5. To compare Bradford and Kasur by using maps and read Kasur information sheet. Share what they

have learnt with the class.

6. As a class read Bradford information sheet and share if they have visited these places in Bradford.

7. To compare schools in Bradford and Pakistan.

8. A day to celebrate Pakistan looking at traditional food, clothes, dances and artwork

Living things and their habitats Science/Geography unit – First geography objective covered in

lesson 5.

5.  Develop knowledge about the school locality and use first hand-hand observation to enhance

locational awareness by exploring the school grounds to find minibeasts. Collect examples in dishes

and record name and habitat of minibeasts found.

6.  Look at map of school to identify key features and where minibeasts were looked for/found.

Complete plan of school adding key features, creating a key and labelling what minibeasts were

found and where.

7.  Develop plans from previous lesson. Add improvements to the plan which encourages more wildlife,

whilst still ensuring there is space to play.

8.  Create own microhabitat on the school field.



WPS Geography Progression Map – Lower Key Stage 2

Geographical Enquiry & Skills
● Ask geographical questions [i.e. 'What is it like to live in this place?'].

● Observe and record [i.e. identify buildings in street and complete a chart].

● Express their own views about people, places and environments [i.e. about litter in the

school].

● Communicate in different ways including through numerical/quantitative skills, maps and

pictures.

● Communicate understanding through writing at length.

● Use geographical vocabulary [i.e. hill, motorway, near, far, north, south].

● Use fieldwork skills [i.e. recording info on a school plan or local area map].

● Use globes, maps, plans at a range of scales [i.e. following a route on map].

● Use secondary sources of information [i.e. CD-ROMs, pictures, photographs, stories,

information texts, videos, artefacts].

● Make maps and plans [i.e. a pictorial map of a place in a story].

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
● Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe

features studied.
● Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key

(including the use of OS maps) to build their knowledge of the UK and the wider world.
● Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features

in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and
digital technologies.

Human & Physical Geography
● Pupils will describe and understand key aspects of:
● Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.
● Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and
water.

Locational  Knowledge
● Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

● Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how
some of these aspects have changed over time.

● Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the

United Kingdom, Europe and India. This will include the location and characteristics of a

range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their

use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place

knowledge.

Place knowledge
● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country,
and a region within North/South America

● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of places linked
to other topic areas, i.e. Egypt, parts of Prehistoric Britain and the Lake District.



Year 3 Year 4

Passport to Spain

1. Use atlas/globe to locate places in Europe, including the UK and Spain. label a Europe map with country

name, capitals, seas and oceans. Label a map of Spain and identify the capital city, other major cities the

Costas and mountain areas.

2. Use brochures and photos of Spain to develop knowledge of physical features and use geographical

vocabulary e.g. mountainous, flat, sand etc. Choose appropriate vocabulary and label an enlarged postcard

image. Consider what it would be like to visit a mountainous area - The Pyrenees. Research and respond to

geographical questions.

3. Use photos and information texts to develop knowledge of human geography of Spain such as culture and

food. Present findings in small group presentations.

4. Use maps to identify and label the climate zones in Spain. Given weather data, describe and compare to

the weather in key cities in these climate zones (Madrid/Bilbao/Barcelona). Write a weather report from

2 places identifying some similarities and differences.

5. Using photos and texts etc to develop knowledge of tourism, identifying its importance and the impact it

has on a country. Record pros and cons of tourism/debate issues associated with tourism. describe a visit

to Barcelona including, own personal opinions.

The United Kingdom

1. Use atlas/map to locate countries and cities in the U.K.

2. Use compass (8 point) to describe the locations of countries/cities in relation to each other.

3. Use atlas/maps to name main rivers/seas in the U.K. Looking at cities/landmarks they are close to.

4. Name and locate different counties - focus on which county Bradford is located. Research facts about

West Yorkshire and the surrounding area of Bradford.

5. Use a topographical map to identify and label high ground across the UK.

6. To understand the ways London has changed over time, by creating a timeline.

7. To understand how the UK has changed over time with a focus on population and migration.

Rainforests

1. Compare and contrast forest in UK to a rainforest. Locate areas in the world where rainforests are found.

Locate South America/Amazon river/rainforest on a world map using globes and atlas. Ask geographical

questions using maps e.g. How would I get there from the UK? What is it like to live there?

2. Identify areas of the world containing rainforests using maps and atlases. Research and explain key

aspects of a rainforests climate using secondary sources. Write a weather  report. Make comparisons to

the climate in the UK and identify reasons for differences.

3. Describe and understand the features of the layers of a rainforest - using non-fiction books to support

research, identify the different plants and animals living within each layer. Build a rainforest from boxes,

using art materials.

4. Name some animals that live in each layer of the rainforest and explain why different animals live in

different layers. Produce a fact file from research on one particular animal of their choice.

5. Using secondary sources (videos/sounds of the Amazon/photos) develop mapping skills and produce a

pictorial map of an imaginary journey down the Amazon including sites of particular features such as

plants, animals, crossing points and settlements.

6. Explain the effects humans are having on the rainforests e.g the positive and negative effects of

deforestation. Consider and debate the action humans can take to help. Express ideas through posters,

letters, exploring Fairtrade goods etc.

USA

1. Use globes, maps and atlases to locate N. America, USA and UK.  Identify ways to travel from UK and

America and oceans crossed.  Recap compass directions. Label map and then describe how you could

travel to USA, including advantages/disadvantages of air/sea travel.

2. Use atlases to locate New York. Use PP/video clip to develop knowledge of what city is like.  Outdoor

relay game to identify physical and human features to complete Venn diagram.  Write travel notes on a

day out in NYC.

3. Use photos and PPT to make comparisons between NYC and Bradford.  Produce written comparison of the

two cities.

4. Use map to locate Niagara Falls.  Use waterfall animation to develop knowledge of waterfalls.  Use video

clips to develop knowledge of NF.  Complete NF fact and opinion activity.  Write diary entry about visit to

NF.

5. Use atlases to locate Grand Canyon.  Demonstrate process of erosion to produce GC.  Use video

clips/Internet to develop knowledge and understanding of GC.  Produce advertising poster for GC.

6. Use atlases to locate Mount St Helens and identify that it is a volcano.  Use video clips to develop K&U of

MSH.  Write a newspaper report about eruption.

7. Use map to locate Florida.  Use video clips and PPT to develop knowledge of Florida and an understanding

of why people want to visit.  Write advert for Florida as holiday destination.

8. Use PPT to develop K&U of Native American Indians. Write descriptive paragraph about Native

Americans.  Design own family totem pole.

9. Complete work relating to learning.  Complete KWL grid.  Make an American flag.  Make a totem pole.

Make Native American bowl.  Write postcard from New York.

Extreme Geography

1. Use video clips to develop K&U of volcanoes and how they were formed.  Label tectonic plates on blank

world map.

2. Use video clips/PPT to further develop K&U of volcanoes. Label features of volcano and describe what

happens inside.  Use art materials to create their ideas about volcanoes.

3. Use information books to complete own research on volcanoes.  Produce information poster summarising

key information.

4. Use video clips to develop K&U of Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii in AD 79.  Write eye witness account of

the eruption and the impact that it had on those who lived nearby.

5. Use video clips/Internet to develop K&U of earthquakes. Write explanation of why they are dangerous.

6. Use atlases to locate Haiti.  Recap tectonic plates work and use Internet/video clips to learn about

earthquake which hit Haiti in 2010 and the impact it had.  Complete speech bubbles explaining thoughts

and feelings of different people.

7. Use news reports (text/video clips) to learn about the earthquake in Japan, which was followed by a

tsunami, in 2011.  Write newspaper report.

8. Use text/video clips to develop K&U about what to do to try and stay in the event of an earthquake.

Write earthquake disaster plan.

9. Produce mind map followed by Extreme Geography quiz.



WPS Geography Progression Map – Upper Key Stage 2

Geographical Enquiry & Skills
● Ask geographical questions [i.e. 'What is this landscape like?', 'What do I think about it?']
● Collect and record evidence [i.e. carrying out a survey of shop functions and showing on a

graph]
● Analyse evidence and draw conclusions [i.e. by comparing population data for two localities]
● Identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical

geographical issues [i.e. views about plans to build an hotel in an overseas locality]
● Communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience, including writing at length and

through using maps and numerical and quantitative skills, [i.e. by writing to a newspaper
about a local issue or about the locality with another school].

● Use geographical vocabulary [i.e. temperature, transport, industry]
● Use fieldwork techniques [i.e.labelled field sketches] and instruments [i.e.rain gauge]
● Use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales [i.e. using contents, keys]
● Use secondary sources of info, including aerial photos [i.e. stories, info texts, internet]
● Draw plans and maps at a range of scales [i.e. a sketch map of a locality]
● Use ICT to help in geography investigations [i.e. analyse fieldwork data]
● Develop decision-making skills [i.e. what measures needed to improve safety in street?]

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
● Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate

countries and describe features studied.
● Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United
Kingdom in the past and present.

● Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of latitude and longitude in depth.
● Expand map skills to include non-UK countries.
● Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the

local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital
technologies.

Human & Physical Geography
Pupils will describe and understand key aspects of:
●Physical geography including coasts, rivers and the water cycle including transpiration;

climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
●Human geography including trade between UK, Europe and ROW.
●Fair/unfair distribution of resources (Fairtrade).
●Physical geography including volcanoes and earthquakes.
●Distribution of natural resources.

Locational Knowledge
● Locate main countries in Europe and North or South America. Locate and name principal

cities.
● Compare 2 different regions in UK rural/urban.
● Locate and name the main counties and cities in England.
● Linking with History, compare land use maps of UK from past with the present.
● Identify the position and significance of latitude/longitude and the Greenwich Meridian.

Linking with science, time zones, night and day

Pupils will be taught to extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to

include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the

location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical

features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills

to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Place Knowledge
● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and
a region within North/South America

● Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of places linked
to other topic areas, i.e. African study and places relevant to Anglo-Saxon/Viking Britain



Year 5 Year 6

Contrasting UK Locality

1. Map work: Continent, Countries. Label map of UK. Zoom in on England, Yorkshire. Map work on

Yorkshire

2. Change to Map Counties of England in a given time. Show, explain changed number over time -

GEO NC and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. Then focus map

on North Yorkshire. View to plotting geo features N Yorks.

3. Change to Map Counties of England in given time. Show explain changed number over time -

GEO NC and understand how some of these aspects have changed over timeThen focus map on

North Yorkshire View to plotting geo features N Yorks

4. Working on OS maps and the Yorkshire Dales.

5. What are National Parks? Looking at National Parks in the UK.

6. National Parks around the world - North America.

7. Looking at comparing Shetlands in Scotland with Iqualuit in Canada (Part 1)

8. Looking at comparing Shetlands in Scotland with Iqualuit in Canada (Part 2)

9. Nomadic peoples of the world - focusing on Russia.

10. Comparing climates - the UK and San Tiago, Chile.

11. Comparing big cities - Bradford and New York, USA.

Water

1. Use video clips/atlases to develop K&U of climate and water cycle.  Complete water cycle

diagram.

2. Use video clips to develop K&U of some of the problems humans face when it comes to water,

focusing on Africa.  Write a diary entry as an African child.

3. Use text/video clips to understand what drought is and the impact it can have on people,

animals and the environment.  Write a  leaflet to persuade people to donate money when

drought hits.

4. Use news stories / video clips to develop K & U of some of the human & physical factors.

Research deforestation and the negative effects.

5. Research into how deforestation leads to floods.

6. Use atlases/charts to compare rainfall in Bradford to other parts of the world.  Create line

graphs with two sets of data on.  Draw conclusions about weather patterns.

7. Watch videos/websites to research problems with countries not having clean water. Write a

letter to a water treatment plant showing knowledge.

Mountain Environments

1. Label continents and oceans on world maps. Learn about hemispheres using PP. Using atlas research

different vocabulary (longitude etc), continents, time zones, equator and hottest and coldest places.

2. Using atlases to define biomes. Watch BBC Bitesize clip. Identify different features of

environment. Research a biome in either Europe or South/North America.

3. As week 2 - research and present findings.

4. Identify what mountains are from BBC Bitsize video and photos. PP on contours and identify land

height in atlases. Potato activity to show contours. Explore ordnance survey map to observe contour

lines.

5. Everest PP. Dangers of climbing it and the implications. You tube videos and twitter feeds.

6. You tube and websites to explore what avalanches are. Research in The Mountain Book. Write

non-chronological report of how avalanches happen.

7. Mountain settlement - identify problems with living in the mountains. Write a diary entry about your

day in the mountains - link in all geographical factors.

8. How people make a living in the mountains - Research.

Rivers

1. Know compass points in order to explain where Bradford is in relation to other places, particularly

places linked with rivers.  Write sentences demonstrating understanding and complete quiz sheet.

2. Use atlas/PP to understand the difference between political and physical maps.  Write explanation

and complete map, showing major cities, rivers and seas.

3. Watch DVD to develop knowledge and understanding of upper course of the river.  Write an

explanation of upper course.

4. Watch DVD/use textbook to develop knowledge and understanding of the middle course and lower

course of the river.  Draw diagram to show meander. Write an explanation of erosion and deposition.

Describe how river has changed in its final stage.

5. Watch DVD/use website/textbook/PP to understand how waterfall is formed.  Create a fact

sheet/poster explaining process.

6. Watch DVD/use websites/textbook to know about causes of river pollution and understand the

effects on the environment.  Write about or create table explaining causes and effects of water

pollution and how it can be created.  Create poster campaigning against river pollution.

7. Watch DVD/use website to know the different ways rivers are used – water, transport, habitat,

energy, farming and leisure.  Write paragraph outlining ways rivers are used.

8. Watch video clips/use websites/textbook to know and explain stages of water cycle.  Write

explanation and support with carefully labelled diagram.


