
Year 3 Home Learning – Week 1 Topic Work 

 

Suggested topic activities for this week: History, DT and RE 

If you are able to, then we’d love to see your work!  

Ask your parents’ permission to upload a photo on Twitter 

 and tag school with @WellingtonPSBD2 

 

History – The Romans 

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/equipment.html 

https://www.unrv.com/military/legionary-weapons-equipment.php 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome_army_legions.php 

https://www.wearethemighty.com/daily-life-roman-troops 

 Research what a Roman soldier would have carried with them. Find a backpack or bag and 

look for as many items at home that would have been similar.  

 How much does it weigh?  

 Take a photo or draw a picture of your bag and its contents or a picture/ photo of you 

carrying your bag. Label the items in your bag.  

 How would you feel if you had to carry it while marching for days at a time? Record this 

underneath your picture. 

If you unable to do any research on the internet then use the notes below to help you. 

E q u i p m e n t  o f  a  R o m a n  S o l d i e r  

  The basic equipment of a Roman soldier was: 

 Cassis - helmet 

 Lorica Segmentata - armour 

 Focale and cingulum - scarf and tunic worn under armour 

 Gladius - sword, 18-24 in. long 

 Pilum (plural pila) - medium-length throwing spear 

 Scutum - shield 
 Red Battle Cloak  

 Caligae or military boots 

Soldiers moved from one place to another by marching. Life for soldiers on the move was very 

hard. At the end of a day's march they had to build a camp. 

Each soldier carried his kit (equipment on a pole. He had spare clothes, food rations, a cooking 

pot, a short spade, a handmill for grinding corn and two wooden stakes to help build a protective 

fence (palisade).  

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/equipment.html
https://www.unrv.com/military/legionary-weapons-equipment.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome_army_legions.php
https://www.wearethemighty.com/daily-life-roman-troops


S c u t u m -  s h i e l d  

On the left side of the soldier's body was his trusty shield (scutum). It was a semi-circular shield, 
designed so that any missiles thrown at the soldier would be deflected to one side. This would 
mean less effort by the soldier would be needed to defend himself. 

C a l i g a e  -  B o o t s  ( S a n d a l s )  

Roman boots were made of several thicknesses of leather, studded with conical hobnails for 
marching over rough ground and using on the enemy when he had fallen. 

The metal studs on the soles helped prevent the leather wearing down quickly. 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Design and Technology – Kites 

 

 We would like you to design and make (if possible) your own ‘carp kite’. 

 Carp kites, or koinobori, are kites in the shape of carp fish, which are hung outside houses 

by families on Children's Day in Japan. In Japanese the carp stands for strength and 

courage. 

https://thecraftyclassroom.com/crafts/japan-crafts-for-kids/japanese-carp-kite-craft/ 

The above link has a video tutorial that goes along with the instructions below. 

Equipment needed: 

 A4/A3 piece of paper, make sure that it is landscape before you start decorating. 

 Coloured paper. Tissue paper is best, but you can use coloured paper or colour in your own 

paper with some different designs. Alternatively, you could use some old pieces of colourful 

fabric but make sure you ask an adult’s permission first! 

 Scissors (please use them responsibly!) 

 Glue/ sellotape 

S T E P  1 :  

Lay your construction paper horizontally. Cut 
your tissue paper into the shape of “scales” 
as shown in the photo. Cut a variety of 
colors so students will have colorful fish. Dip 
your paintbrush into the glue and create a 

line along the 
bottom. 

 

S T E P  2 :  

Carefully place your first row of fish scales 
along the glue line. Choose a variety of 
colors or even a pattern of colors. If you 
have younger students you can draw a glue 
line in pencil every 2 inches or so. That way 

they can create 
straigh lines of 
glue for their 
scales. 

 
 

S T E P  3 :  

Glue your scales all the way across the 
construction paper. Take care to keep your 
line of scales as straight as possible. The top 
parts of the scales will be covered by the 
next row, so if you need to adjust your 

scale, you have a bit 
of wiggle room at 
the top side. 

 
 
 
 
 

S T E P  4 :  

Repeat the first three steps to make 5 or 6 
rows of scales. Each row will overlap the 
previous row as shown in the photos. Stop 
adding scales once you have about half of 

the construction 
paper covered. 

 

 

https://thecraftyclassroom.com/crafts/japan-crafts-for-kids/japanese-carp-kite-craft/


S T E P  5 :  

Cut a strip of black construction paper about 
2 inches wide and glue it across the top 
layer of scales. This will hide the ends and 
serve as the line separating the face and 

body of the 
carp. 

 

S T E P  6 :  

Cut two almond shaped eyes from the black 
construction paper and glue them as eyes as 

shown in the 
photo. 

 

S T E P  7 :  

Flip your project upside down. Cut strips of 
colorful crepe paper and glue them along the 
bottom side of the construction paper. 
Choose a variety of colors. 

 

S T E P  8 :  

Roll your paper to connect the edges. Use a 
stapler to connect the ends near the top, 
bottom, and if possible the center. If you 
cannot reach the center with your stapler, 

use a small 
bit of glue to 
help seal the 
connection. 

 

 

S T E P  9 :  

Then use a hole puncher to place to small 
holes on either side of the top of the kite. 
Connect a small piece of yarn through the 

holes to hand 
your carp 
windsock. 

 

FINALLY: 

Secure your carp kite to 
something in the garden or 
outside your front door so 
that it can catch the wind 
and brighten up everyone’s 
day as it flies in the wind.  

 

 

Check out these videos for alternate versions of this kite (some do require 

more materials): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96iRXYHGWzM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nH5gIsHiUyw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNcCvGBRdLw 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96iRXYHGWzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nH5gIsHiUyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNcCvGBRdLw


RE – Hajj: A Special Journey (Pilgrimage) For Muslims 

 

 Read the information below or use the links below to research some of the different stages 

of Hajj and why it is important to Muslims.  

 You may even be lucky enough to know someone who has completed the Hajj pilgrimage 

and you can ask them for some more information! 

 Use the information to create an information leaflet about Hajj which you can then give to 

someone in your family to teach them about this pilgrimage. 

 Remember to include some of the different stages involved and plenty of bright pictures to 

help them understand the importance of this journey. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24566691 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Hajj 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Hajj 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks2-my-life-my-religion-muslim-

pilgrimage-hajj/zndfcqt 

What is Hajj? 

Hajj is the annual pilgrimage made by Muslims to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia, in the Middle East. 

It takes place during Dhu al-Hijjah, which is the final month of the Islamic calendar. 

This year, millions of Muslims from across the world are making the journey to Mecca from 9 to 14 
August. 

Why do Muslims go on this pilgrimage? 

Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam. These are the five key acts which every Muslim is expected 
to do in their lifetime. 

In addition to Hajj, the other important acts are: 

1. Shahadah - A declaration of faith that every Muslim has to make 

2. Salat - Muslims pray at specific times five times a day 

3. Zakat - those within the faith give away a portion of their income to help those in need 

4. Sawm - Muslims fast for a month during Ramadan 

Muslims are required to make the journey to Mecca at least once in their life if they are physically 
able and can afford to do so. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24566691
https://kids.kiddle.co/Hajj
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Hajj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks2-my-life-my-religion-muslim-pilgrimage-hajj/zndfcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks2-my-life-my-religion-muslim-pilgrimage-hajj/zndfcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976


Why is Mecca so important? 

Mecca is the place where the Islamic religion started. It is significant for two main reasons. 

Firstly, it is where the prophet Muhammad was born. 

Secondly, it is where he received the first revelations from Allah (Allah is the Arabic word for God) 
that went on to become the Koran - the holy book read by Muslims. 

All Muslims pray in the direction of a sacred building called the 
Ka'bah, which is found within the Great Mosque of Mecca.  

This is the holiest site in Islam and symbolises the oneness of 
God. 

What happens during Hajj? 

Muslims carry out a number of important rituals while they are on the pilgrimage. 

1. Upon arrival at Mecca, they enter a sacred state of purity known as 
Ihram. Men are required to wear two sheets of white cloth, which are 
worn in a specific way. Women wear traditional clothing and must 
cover their head, but not their face. These clothes symbolise the 
equality of all Muslims before Allah.  

2. During the first stage of Hajj, Muslims walk around the Ka'bah in an anti-clockwise direction 
seven times. This is known as Tawaf and is done to show that all Muslims are equal. 

3. The next ritual requires Muslims to run between two hills, Safa and Marwah, seven times. 
Muslims believe that the prophet Ibrahim's wife Hagar did this when she was in search of water 
for her infant son Ismail. Ismail is believed to have struck his foot on the ground and this 
produced a spring of water known as Zamzam. It is common for 
those on the pilgrimage to take water from Zamzam with them 
when they go back home. 

4. After this, pilgrims travel to the plain of Arafat. This is where the 
Prophet Muhammad gave his final sermon and Muslims pray to God 
here for forgiveness and guidance.  

5. Next, Muslims stop at three pillars called Jamarat. This is where pilgrims 
throw stones at three pillars which stand at the place where Satan is 
believed to have tempted the prophet Abraham.  

6. Muslims celebrate the festival Eid ul-Adha at the end of Hajj. This is the 
second holy festival in the year. 

Eid ul-Adha marks Allah appearing to the prophet Ibrahim in a dream and asking him to sacrifice 
his son Ismail as an act of obedience to God. The Koran then says the devil tempted Ibrahim, by 
encouraging him to disobey Allah and spare his son. 

As Ibrahim was about to kill his son, Allah stopped him and gave him a lamb to sacrifice instead. 



 

 

 


